
The Graduate Level Apprenticeship Programme 

“Software Development for Business” 

 

“Heriot-Watt has a reputation for producing pragmatic ‘can do’ graduates.”  

- Paul Garnham, Campus Ambassador, Shell. 

 

Our graduates are specialist, creative, professional, global citizens.  Our degrees are highly regarded 

for their relevance to the world of work and we have an excellent track record of preparing students 

for successful careers with employers.  

Fact: 90% of our postgraduate students are either in work or full time study 6 months after 
completing their programme.  
 
We want to work with companies to help their employees obtain higher education qualifications and 
turn them into highly-skilled valuable professionals. We are offering three exciting new graduate 
level apprenticeships programme at Heriot-Watt University: IT Management for Business, IT 
Software Development for Business (SDB), and Engineering: Design and Manufacturing.  
 
Why choose Heriot-Watt? 

Since 1821, our focus has been on the practical application of knowledge and learning for the 

betterment of society and advancement of industry.  

Today we are a world leading university with 5 campuses worldwide, educating tomorrow’s 

professionals and generating pioneering research, with an ambition to make a difference in the real 

world. We have an excellent track record of working with industry and experience of supporting 

internships and sandwich placements.   

Stat: our impact factor is top 4% of universities globally and is ranked very highly via the QS 

University Rankings. According to a quote on QS’ web site:  

“Heriot-Watt University is renowned for its leadership on critical global issues and is recognised 

throughout the world for the quality of its teaching and applied research capability.” 

[source: QS top universities https://www.topuniversities.com/universities/heriot-watt-university#sub] 

Heriot-Watt University is ranked 5th in the UK and 2nd in Scotland for industry income, based on the 

value of industry research income per member of academic staff.  

[source: World University Rankings 2015-2016 https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-

rankings/2016/world-ranking#!/page/0/length/25/sort_by/rank/sort_order/asc/cols/stats ] 

Why apprenticeships? 

These programmes are designed specifically to meet the needs of industry by leveraging academic 

expertise and the university’s higher education facilities to transfer knowledge and skills to boost 

social and economic well-beings. This is also an important promise made by the Scottish 

Government to fill identified skill gaps in Scotland.  

https://www.topuniversities.com/universities/heriot-watt-university#sub
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2016/world-ranking#!/page/0/length/25/sort_by/rank/sort_order/asc/cols/stats
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2016/world-ranking#!/page/0/length/25/sort_by/rank/sort_order/asc/cols/stats


How does it work? 

The Graduate Apprenticeship scheme provides flexible, tailored work-based learning that is open to 

existing employees and new recruits. Apprentices will continue to work for the organisation and will 

be required to spend up to two days a week on the Heriot-Watt University Edinburgh campus during 

the two teaching semesters in the first 2 years; and up to one day a week during the summer 

semesters and in the last 2 years for the Software Development for Business GLA programme in 

Computer Science. The work-based learning is a part of the approved apprenticeship framework. 

Apprentices will develop and demonstrate their new skills learned in the university in the work place 

through specifically designed work-context-related projects and/or course works, as appropriate.  

How will the SDB GLA programme be delivered? 

For Computer Science’s “Software Development for Business” GLA programme, we will be following 

closely our Computer Systems Honours programme, plus subjects in business, personal skills and 

project management from our Business Management department, as required by the funding body: 

(CS Computer Systems programme: https://www.hw.ac.uk/study/uk/undergraduate/computer-systems.htm). Study will 

include standard classroom sessions (with other apprentices and/or our main stream students, as 

appropriate) taught by our leading academics and industry experts, as well as via online learning 

modules, directed learning and work based projects, as appropriate.  

What is work-based learning? 

We will work with you to devise a project and identify your desired outcomes for the mutual benefit 

of the individual and business. Each apprentice will have a dedicated academic supervisor (and an 

industry supervisor from you, where appropriate) and an academic mentor. We will also arrange 

regular supervisory meetings, either on-campus, on-site, or via conference call or Skype, as 

appropriate.  

What is the qualification attained? 

Successful apprentices will be awarded a BSc Honours degree in their chosen programme. 

How are the apprenticeships funded and will my organisation have to contribute? 

Skills Development Scotland has awarded Heriot-Watt University funding for 25 places on each of 

the 3 Graduate Level Apprenticeships for entry in September, 2017 (may start earlier in preparation 

for the official start in September, if suitable). The tuitions are fully funded and there is no charge to 

either employer or apprentice.   

What salary level should be provided to the apprentices?  

There is no fixed salary level required by the GLA scheme. The suitable salary will be determined by 

your company.  

How do I find out more? 

For comments and enquiries w.r.t. the GLA programme in Computer Science, please contact Dr. 

Jessica Chen-Burger (y.j.chenburger@hw.ac.uk). For general enquiries on GLA programme at the 

Heriot-Watt University, please visit https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-level-

apprenticeships.htm or email gla@hw.ac.uk. 
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