
 

 

                                                       

                                                       Email balernohighspc@gmail.com 

Minutes of Meeting of Balerno High School Parent Council Monday 21st 
January 2019, 6.30pm at Balerno High School 

Attendees 

Parents (PC members) 

Andrea Brewster (AB) (Chair), Alastair MacLennan (AM) (Vice Chair), Jessica Bryce (JB),  Paula 
Miller (PM), Christine Paterson (CP), Fiona McDougall (FM), Trish Lumsden (TL), Alison Robertson 
(AL), Sanjay Kallat (SK), Peter Reekie (PR) (Treasurer), Blanca Nieto (PC member),  

Co-opted community member 

Marion Milne (MM) 

School staff 

Neil McCallum (NM) (Head Teacher), Ros Ranger (Depute Head) 

Senior pupils 

Aimee Mcrae (Head Girl), Hari Kallatt (Head Boy), Kirsty Williams (School Captain), Jack Lamb 
(Depute Head Boy), Holly Payne (Depute Head Girl) 

Parents/Others attending 

Cllrs Graeme Bruce and Ricky Henderson, Stuart Gillies, Adrienne Wilson  

      Apologies 

Michelle May, Lisa Coffey (Depute Head Teacher), Cllr Sue Webber, Yvonne McEwan, Mandy 
Irvine, Angharad Storrie (Kirknewton PC Vice Chair) 

1. Introduction and Welcome 

a) Attendance & apologies  

2. Minutes and Matters arising  

a) Minute taker for meeting TL 

b) Approval of minutes from 26th November 2018.  

3. Senior pupil team report  

What have they enjoyed? 

-Enjoyed compering the Christmas concert. 

-Enjoyed running assemblies and representing pupil years/interacting with younger years. 

-Enjoyed being at the awards ceremony and seeing how many people get awards. 

-Enjoyed getting to know the younger year pupils. 
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Held a meeting and tour with Firrhill High senior pupil team and teachers where they both shared lots 

of information e.g. different ideas for our respective schools; fundraising ideas, prom arrangements, 

the prefect system, and the future of these meetings. They now have a student Whatsapp group to 

communicate with Firrhill High students. They wish to continue with this event in the future for other 

senior teams. RR also added that schools were working together for a shared training day for senior 

pupil teams in the next academic year. 

Health and Wellbeing meeting with NM and council. Discussed their Health and Wellbeing survey and 

Cool, Calm and Connected and other ideas. A HWB survey drawn up by the team with Mr Russell will 

also be circulated to pupils after the prelims end. 

Met Lord Provost and other people in the community before Christmas at Balerno Farmers Market and 

discussed Fair Trade. Wish to bring this into BHS, perhaps could be a focus for next year’s senior 

team? 

Held MVP (reducing violence and abuse) event for S2’s discussing issues re relationships. 

Christmas Lunch and ceilidh went really well. They think future senior teams should also think of doing 

this. 

We held our first pupil council meeting before the holidays and we have come up with a plan for 
meetings in the future. Based on feedback from the pupil council, this year we will split the council into 
a junior and senior meeting. The junior council will meet on a Monday and the senior council will meet 
during tutor on Friday. This ensures that seniors who are in pupil council will not miss class time that 
would be more important to them for exams. 

4. Headteacher report  

Staffing Update 

Staff Departing 

L McCorkell English George Watsons College 

New Staff 

G Sheils English 

H Ogg  Physics 

W Loy  History 

Events and News update 

Day Dream Believers Pilot 

The end of this pilot project culminated in a celebration event on Thursday 17th January. Where our 

pupils were recognised for their work with SkyScanners. A huge thank you to Miss Katie Simpson (art) 

for being such a force with this project and giving 2.6 the opportunity to participate. 

Balerno Music Festival Donation 

The Balerno Music Festival made a generous donation to the music department on Thursday 17th 

January. This was as a thank you for their sizeable contribution to developing music and music 

performances in the village over the last year. Thank you to Maree, Jan and all the instrumental staff 

for their support. 

Ski Trip 

A very successful trip to Serre – Ratier which was led by Mr Colin Cheyne (math’s) all the pupils and 

staff had a fantastic experience and the pupils were a credit to the school. 

 



 

 

Vison and Values 

We have issued a survey to all Parents / Carers in regard to the school vison and values. This was 

also shared with the Parents / Carers of the P6&7 pupils in all three cluster schools. An update will be 

given at the next parent council meeting. The survey can be accessed at the following link; 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/JZXN92N 

Successes 

Karate Success 

Jacob Smart (S4) was competing with the Scottish Karate Federation at the European Wado Cup in 

Santarem, Portugal on the weekend of the 1st and 2nd December.  

Pentland Book Festival 

Congratulations to Charlie Macbeth (S3) who won 1st prize in the Pentland book festival with Maisie 

Dalton (S2) claiming 2nd prize.  

Mini-Trial at Sheriff Court 

Seniors had a full day at the Sheriff Court on Saturday 8th December. Ben McGill and Samir Zentouri 

successfully argued their prosecution against James Gillespie’s and Olivia Hood and Yasmin Ortiz 

successfully defended their case against Gracemount High. James Mair, Maddy Wilson, Brett Forrest 

and Caitlyn Jack all made excellent appearances as witnesses in the trials. Everyone really enjoyed 

the day and they also got to have a tour of the court cells with the G4S guards which was fascinating. 

Boyd Anderson Ski Competition 

We had a team entry this year at the annual competition that takes place at Hillend Ski Centre. The 

team placed third behind Boroughmuir and Linlithgow. Our successful team was; 

Ross Gillies – S3 

Bevan Fleming – S3 

Peter Gillies – S1 

Iona Ballantyne – S1 

Christmas card Competition 

We had our largest amount of entries yet for the competition to be the school Christmas card. With 

entries from S1, 2, 3 and 5. The winners were; 

1st – Emma Thomas – S5 

2nd – Zoe Ferguson – S5 

3rd – Callan Weir – S2 

Grace Laurieston S2 – was chosen as the cover for the school Christmas concert programme.  

YPI Competition 

Congratulations to Erin Coull, Chris Ramsey, Romany Moffat and Caitlin Rutherford on winning the 

competition on Monday morning. They were representing The Thistle Foundation, who were awarded 

a cheque for £3000. All of the presentations by the S3 were excellent. 

Lord Provost Christmas Reception 

Molly Hall (S5) and Maree Anderson attended the reception at the city chambers on Friday 14th 

December, where Molly had the opportunity to play for the guests, which was very well received. 

Balerno Farmers Market 

We had the choir and Hari and Ami (head boy / Girl) in attendance at the event on Saturday 8th 

December. The choir performed and Hari and Aimee made a presentation to the Lord Provost, who 

was in attendance to celebrate Balerno as a Fairtrade village. 
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Princes Trust Christmas Coffee morning 

Our Princes trust group (S4) held a coffee morning on Friday 21st December for senior citizens of our 

local community. Where there was music, dancing, bingo and Christmas treats. Some of the group 

also joined us for our Christmas assembly. 

Upcoming Events 

January 

24th  S3 Consultation evening  (16.30 – 19.00) 

24th  S3/4/5 coursing information evening (18.15 S4/5 and 19.15 S3) 

February 

11th – 15th February break 

18th  All return 

19th  S5/6 Consultation Evening  (16.30 – 19.00)  

March 

6th  S2 Consultation Evening   (16.30 – 19.00) 

6th  S2 Coursing Information evening  (19.00) 

13th  Dance Show 

14th  Dance Show 

5. Financial update  

There was a transaction by BHS where money was accidentally paid into the Parent Council account. 

We are going to rectify this. Once this has been corrected we will have approximately £2500 in our 

account. This could be used to improve the school signage which NM and team hope to update to 

reflect the school vision and values once all survey results have been collated. 

6. Statutory Consultation on the catchment changes between Balerno and Currie schools  

a) Feedback from the Education Scotland visit  

All schools affected had a visit from someone from Education Scotland. 

AB/AR attended the Dean Park meeting. 

MI was at BHS meeting. 

These meetings were to get a feel from parents about how the proposed changes affect them and the 

consultation process. 

b) Next steps?   

AB believes it is full council that will vote on the proposed changes, the next one is 14th March. Papers 

should be available before our next Parent Council meeting. Should BHS consider sending a 

deputation to promote our case? GB will check if both parts ie Newmills area moving to DPPS and 

BHS and Kinauld to Nether Currie will be voted upon as one or individual changes; will check if he can 

find out any further information beforehand regarding any sibling guarantee; and if it is going to the 

Education Committee first before going to full Council or straight to full Council. 

7. Pupil access to WiFi in school  

a) Update from pilot at James Gillespie’s  

It started for S4-6 pupils but then stopped and then restarted so hasn’t been going long enough to give 

much feedback. 

b) Next steps at BHS?  

There appears to be many steps we need to take to try to get Wi-Fi for our students. For example, Wi-

Fi needs to be part of our Improvement Plan and Cluster Plan, we have to provide a needs analysis 

for Wi-Fi and it has to fit into our Digital Learning Framework. There are many other steps we would 

need to fulfil. 



 

 

It is unclear if these requirements are coming from the Education Committee or the Education 

Department. 

AB wants to support James Gillespie’s and join with them and Boroughmuir High to lobby for Wi-Fi for 

pupils. This is more sensible than trying to lobby on our own. 

NM will try to establish what other schools in the city are keen to get Wi-Fi so we can link in with them. 

Many schools with one to one devices have funded them through PEF (Pupil Equity Fund) which may 

or may not be available long term. 

BHS are still looking at apps like Show me your Homework but again we should have Wi-Fi for this, 

otherwise pupils will struggle to access homework details during study periods or at lunchtime. 

8. Update on DYW survey by Ros Ranger 

128 responses 

Key feedback: 

• Parents/carers are not aware of the Career Education Standard (CES) 

• Parents/carers would like more information on: 

o Modern Apprenticeships (MA) – 75% 

o Foundation Apprenticeships (FA) – 60% 

o College/University – 45% 

• My World of Work website 

o 23% had heard of it 

o 68% hadn’t heard of it 

• Do you feel confident about giving your child pathway/career advice? 

o 20% feel confident  

o 63% feel slightly confident 

o 17% don’t feel confident at all 

• Pathways within the household 

o 76% university 

o 30% straight to employment 

o 40% college 

• Parent/carer involvement in a career event 

o 23% Yes 

o 39% No 

o 35% maybe 

• Would you be able to offer work experience 

o 61% No 

o 13% Yes 

• Would you/your company be able to offer regular placements to pupils 

o 22% Yes 

o 59% No 

Our next steps: 

o Pathways event with CES and WoW (World of Work) website next academic year 

o MA and FA to be covered at 

o Careers Event next Monday 

o S5/6 Information Evening 

o PowerPoints to go on website 

o UCAS evening 

o Business Breakfast 20th March  

 



 

 

9. A discussion on BHS communication  

a) What is going well? 

Group emails 

Twitter 

b) What could we introduce? 

Update school website twitter feed 

Could social media tags be put on department pages? 

NM looked into a school App 

c) What should we change? 

Need to update on BHS website.  

Social media tags for departments could be listed. 

Parent Council tab needs updated. 

School term dates - the old years should be removed. 

It says Parentpay is being set up. It already is. A link to it would be useful. 

Wider Achievement tab needs to be updated regularly 

Looking at the school website it doesn’t seem as dynamic as it could be. However, to drastically 

change/regularly update the website could be a full time job. 

Would any parents/senior pupils be interested in improving the website? 

Any feedback much appreciated by NM. 

10. AOCB  

New contract has just been signed for the upkeep of the 3G pitches across Edinburgh so the ones at 

Balerno will be upgraded in due course. 

S2 parents night on Wednesday 6th March 430-7pm then coursing information afterwards. AB to 

consider if the Parent Council should have a presence. 

Unusable huts which are being decommissioned. NM believes they need a permit before knocking it 

down. 

Peter Reekie will be handing over Treasurer role so this will be his last meeting. 

11. Date / time of next meeting 11th March 2019, 6.30pm at Kirknewton Primary School  

 


