
 

 

                                                       

                                                       Email balernohighspc@gmail.com 

Minutes of Meeting of Balerno High School Parent Council  

Monday 11th March 2019, 6.30pm at Kirknewton Primary School 

Attendees 

PC members 

Parents 

Andrea Brewster (AB) (Chair), Alastair MacLennan (AM) (Vice Chair), Sanjay Kallat (SK), Paula 
Miller (PM), Christine Paterson (CP), Mandy Irvine (MI), Alison Robertson (AR) 

Co-opted community member 

Marion Milne (MM) 

School staff 

Neil McCallum (NM) (Head Teacher), Lisa Coffey (LC) (Depute Head Teacher), Michelle May 
(MM) (PTC English Media & Drama) 

Senior pupils 

Hari Kallat (Head Boy), Aimee McRae (Head Girl) 

Parents/Others attending 

Hazel Lyon, Adrienne Wilson 

      Apologies 

Parents:   Patricia Lumsden, Elaine MacMaster, Jessica Bryce 

Councillors: Graeme Bruce, Sue Webber,  

 

1. Introduction and Welcome  

a) Attendance & apologies  

2. Minutes and Matters arising  

a) Minute takers for meeting – Paula Miller / Christine Paterson.  

b) Minutes from previous meeting were considered accurate though not formally proposed until 
later in the meeting.  
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3. Senior pupil team report 

S5 assembly  

- We are currently planning an end of year assembly for S5 to introduce them to S6. We want to give 
them an idea of what S6 is about, the responsibilities and the opportunities that they will get. We will 
inform them of the opportunity to be a part of the senior team, and how the application process 
works. We also will let them know that we want to follow through with a handover meeting when the 
new senior team is elected so that we can tell them about the positives and negatives of our year. 
Hopefully this will allow for the continuation of ideas into next year. 

Prom, yearbooks and our last day 

- We have been sorting out our arrangements for prom, our yearbook and our last day. We have an 
official list of names for prom, and we are deciding on menu and table options. We are having a 
reception at the high school first before being taken by coach to the venue. Our yearbook is 
currently being put together and it will be ready to buy during exam time. We are adding in an extra 
£2 cost to our yearbook to help fundraise for teachers’ tickets for prom. 

Pupil voice 

- Holly, Kirsty and Hari are carrying out a pupil voice activity for S4, S5 and S6. This activity is being 
led by Mrs Ranger and Mrs Anderson and it aims to get feedback on various sections of learning in 
the school. The feedback from this activity will be analysed by senior staff. 

Final thank you 

- Finally, as this is our last parent council meeting, we would like to thank you all for being so kind 
and welcoming to us during our final year at high school. We have really enjoyed coming to these 
meetings and wish the best for you all. 

4. Headteacher report - attached as a separate document. 

Staffing Update 

New Staff 

G Sheils  English and Media 
H Ogg  Physics and Science 
 
Events and News update 

Senior Hockey Tour Fundraiser 

Senior Hockey Tour, fundraising event. We are holding a Ceilidh on Saturday 30th March from 7pm 
at Baberton Golf Club. There will be a live Ceilidh band, an auction and a delicious buffet. Adult 
tickets are £20 and can be bought from Magz in the PE base.  

 
Successes 

Swimming Success 

Mark Innes had two fantastic performances on Saturday at the Scottish schools’ championships 
picking up a silver and bronze medal in the 17 to 19 age group category. PB in long course for 
both swims. 100 fly. 2nd  200 fly 3rd 

Skiing Success 

Iona Ballantyne 1C2, a keen skier had the opportunity to take part in an alpine ski training camp, 
followed by national ski races in Bormio, Italy.  This took place during the February break and the 
following week. We wish her every success.  

Netball Success 

Our senior girls’ team were successful in their game against Grantown on Spey, winning 59-25. 



 

 

The senior girls defeated Douglas Ewart 61-34 and progressed through to the Scottish cup quarter 
finals. Unfortunately they then came to the end of their very successful run in the cup. They lost 
out narrowly to a very strong team from Peebles High school. 

The S1 girls’ team defeated Balfron High School 17-14 and are now through to the Scottish cup 
semi-finals. 

The S3 girls defeated Dundee High school 26 - 25 in a gripping game and are now through to the 
Scottish Cup semi – final where they will play Lomond High School on Tuesday afternoon. 

Athletics Success 

Congratulations to Cameron Gettinby, S1, for his athletic achievements in Glasgow last weekend 
at the Scottish National u13 Championships. He achieved silver in the 60m and gold in the long 
jump.  

Football Achievement 

Leon Watson (4M2) was selected for the Scotland U’16 squad training camp and fixtures. He will 
spend a week in Malta during March.   

Football Success 

Congratulations to our S2 boys team on their victory over Stirling High School. They now progress 
to the next round of the Scottish Cup plate competition. 

Curling Success 

Former pupils Kirsty and Emma Barr managed to win the Scottish Junior Curling Championships in 
Aberdeen at the end of January and have flown to Canada this week to represent Scotland at the 
World Junior Curling Championships in Nova Scotia.  

This is a huge achievement for such a young team. They have worked really hard to achieve this 
and incidentally are coached by Emma’s dad, Andrew.  

Mock Court Success 

Alastair Forman, Bilal Shahzad and Emily Hempseed received a certificate of merit for an 
outstanding writ in the Lothian’s region during the recent Mock court case.  

Upcoming Events 

March 
13th Dance Show 
14th Dance Show 
27th  S1 Consultation Evening 
 
April 
3rd  Spring Concert 
5th  End of term (12.30) 
23rd All return 
25th Start of SQA exam diet 
 
May 
6th  Holiday 
7th  In- service 
8th  Pupils return 
20th Holiday 
 

Further to the HT report, within Edinburgh there has been some feedback to SQA regarding the 
potential length of exam days if pupils are sitting exams in a combination of specific subjects. This 
has become an issue now that in-school assessments have been removed and many exams have 
been extended. 



 

 

Parent Council asked for thanks to be passed on to the staff who will be running study sessions 
during their Easter Break, and also for the study weekend. 

There was a short discussion about the potential for a future senior pupil IT webinar project with 
the aim of recording revision tutorials to reach a wider BHS audience. It was noted that the Heriot 
Watt Scholar sessions are widely available online and NM added that in the past the school has 
also made use of Edmodo though access to this is currently not possible. 

5. Financial update. 

No change since last meeting.  

6. Statutory Consultation on the catchment changes between Balerno and Currie schools.  

The papers are available on the Council website. 

There is a full council meeting on Thursday 14th March of which the Catchment Review forms a 
small part. Dean Park Primary are sending a deputation. It was noted that only schools that send a 
deputation would be allowed to take part in any related discussion during the council session. 

For affected Primary schools, CEC will be introducing a sibling guarantee for a fixed number of 
years. 

For affected Secondary schools, a sibling guarantee is not explicitly stated as the schools in 
question are not near capacity. It was noted that whilst catchment pupils will always take priority, 
currently if one out-of-catchment sibling is already at the preferred school, this places the next 
sibling higher up the priority list than other out-of-catchment children. 

7. Pupil access to WiFi in school 

James Gillespie’s High School (JGHS) has been running a pilot with their senior pupils. There has 
been about a 50% uptake from pupils to use CEC wi-fi, either with their own device or one 
supplied by school. Pupils are required to sign up to a ‘responsible use’ policy. JG Parent Council 
feel this has been going well. However there have been some cases of misuse of access. BHS 
Parent Council wondered whether any wi-fi restrictions and security protocols were in place. 

There was an Education, Children & Families Committee meeting recently attended by a parent 
council representative & pupil from JGHS. Senior Education Manager Lorna Sweeney spoke to the 
meeting and cited the aforementioned mis-use. She outlined that CEC are bringing out a much 
broader Digital Learning paper in May; this seems to be the current focus rather than the single 
issue of pupil access to wi-fi. Gillespie’s have access to CEC wi-fi until the end of the year but no 
guarantees were given for the future. 

A recurring question is where funding would come from if pupils were all to be provided with a 1-1 
device. As food for thought, providing a school 1-1 device is estimated at approx. £300 per device. 
If schools had to find funding for this, it would have a significant impact on staff budget. Also, there 
is no guarantee that school-provided devices would either be returned in a usable state, or would 
be re-usable anyway, given the speed at which technology and software move on.  

BHS Parent Council discussed the general distractions afforded by using phones in class; how 
much phones are ‘needed’ to fulfil work whilst at school (eg taking a photo of an assignment rather 
than writing it down / accessing a url for background information for an S6 science project); and 
that many universities use shared platforms with large amounts of digital content. 

NM confirmed that pupils with additional support needs are already supplied with appropriate 
devices. 

AB encouraged those with friends living in other educational authorities to find out how schools 
approach the wi-fi issue. 

8. Business Breakfast 

The first Business Breakfast will be held on Weds 20th March. 

Skyscanner (who worked with S2s during a 14-week project) are coming in to speak. 

 



 

 

9. Reporting Working Group – attached as a separate document 

MM outlined the plans for a revised and simplified Reporting program for both the BGE and senior 
phases. 

There is also a new tracking & monitoring system in place that is a far more tailored and flexible 
solution than the previous system. 

Parent Council voiced support of the plans. PM suggested adding a brief explanation when a ‘low’ 
Working Grade is because a course is incomplete at the time of reporting; and raising S3 parent 
awareness of the potential implications when a pupil is working at Level 3 (as opposed to Level 4) 
at the time of the second S3 report. 

AB asked if pupil Learning Conversations can be included in reports; LC thought that possibly due 
to timing of reports this might not be possible but the hope is to send these conversations home 
anyway. 

AB asked if parents make use of the reply slip on reports and LC confirmed there is roughly a 30% 
response rate and this is a useful source of feedback. 

It was noted that some S1 parents were not able to book appointments to see all teachers due to 
all slots being filled. NM explained that the consultation evening length is constrained by the 
teacher Working Hours Agreement. He also explained that the online booking system does allow 
teachers to put in appointments for any pupil they feel has a particular need for an appointment, 
before general release.  

10. Vision and Values consultation 

NM explained that this project started last August, with consultation with staff, followed by pupils, 
then a whole school survey. Contact was also made with P6/7 pupils in catchment schools. From 
that a Mission Statement, and Vision and Values have been created. These will be launched from 
this week in school.  NM is now looking at creating the branding, eg in the concourse and 
Riverside Café, and hopes to have this in place for the new school year. 

There were lots of positive comments on the Mission Statement, Vision and Values. 

It was agreed that the PC has surplus funds which could be donated to the school towards the 
costs of branding.  A decision on the amount is to be made at the May meeting.  

11. Parents Night presence / recruiting more PC members 

Unfortunately no-one is available to organise a PC presence for the next (S1) Parents’ Night on 27 
March, but a sub-group agreed to work together to prepare for future Parents’ evenings, looking at 
how we engage with parents, what is the purpose of being there etc.  AB, MI, AM, CP and AR 
volunteered for this. 

One reason for the PC having a presence at Parents’ Nights would be to try to recruit more 
parents and carers e.g. we could explain to them that they can find out a lot about what is going on 
in the school by coming along. 

There’s also the P7 Transition Night in June.  AM covered this last year. It was agreed this is a 
good time to catch new parents and carers, to tell them about the PC. 

For future PC meetings, MM mentioned that Susan Gibb of the SQA is an interesting speaker who 
is happy to present.  She might be a speaker who would help to draw an audience to a PC 
meeting.  

12. AOCB 

AB will keep in touch with Carol Allardyce, the Kirknewton Primary School PC Chair.  A Councillor 
raised with her the possibility that a new East Calder High School might be built and that it would 
be the catchment school for Kirknewton pupils. This is probably just an unsubstantiated rumour 
and would be surprising as such a possibility was only recently ruled out in other forums. 

Scottish Water are planning 26 weeks of work on Bridge Road outside the school.  NM is aware. 

Date/time of next meeting: 13 May 2019, 6.30pm at Balerno High School 


