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Modern Languages in S1 and S2 (BGE)

 In S1 and S2 all pupils study two periods of French and one period of 

Spanish per week.

 We link closely with our associated primary schools to take account 

of prior learning.

 The 4 skills taught are Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing in the 

foreign language.

 Pupils will also learn about the culture and customs of French and 

Spanish speaking countries throughout the course.



Modern languages in S3 (BGE)

French and Spanish in S3-pupils can 

choose to continue with one or both 

languages.

3 periods per week.

Develop 4 skills started in S1/2.

Develop their presentation skills in 

French/Spanish.

Assessed in all 4 skill areas: (reading, 

listening, writing and talking)

From session 2019-20 we would like 

everyone to leave with a qualification 

in a Modern Language, even if they 

do not continue with a language into 

S4.

All S3 pupils will therefore be 

presented for N3 French or Spanish.



Modern Languages in the senior 

phase:

 In S4 pupils will sit N4 or N5 in the Modern Language.

 In S5 pupils will sit N5 or Higher in the Modern Language.

 In S6 pupils will sit N5 or Higher in the Modern Language.

 Advanced Higher can be done in one of the CEC schools by 
arrangement.

 Bi-lingual pupils are given the opportunity to be presented at each 
level, as an additional qualification. This year we have 9 pupils being 
supported by ML staff to achieve another qualification in addition to 
those they are studying in class.





Assessment and Target Setting in 

French and Spanish

 Pupils are assessed regularly in the Modern Language 

 Pupils are encouraged to reflect on their progress and set targets 
and Next Steps

 Target-setting conversations take place regularly in class.

 Moderation and cross-marking of pupil work to ensure consistent 

standards using the moderation cycle.  

 Work closely with colleagues from across the city to ensure 

consistent standards.



SQA results 2019

Higher Spanish: 100% pass rate A-D

N5 Spanish:  100% pass rate A-D

Higher French: 100% pass rate A-D

N5 French:  100% pass rate A-D

In addition, 9 bi-lingual pupils were supported throughout the session 

by ML staff and all achieved an A at N5 or Higher.



Improvement Plan Modern 

Languages

 This session we are focussing on the following areas:

 Updating and developing our S3 courses.

 Reviewing and adapting National 5 and Higher courses in line with 

SQA documentation.

 Continuing our partnership with Edinburgh University.

 Revisiting AiFL strategies to improve outcomes for all learners in 

Modern Languages. 



What you can expect from us

 Excellent teaching

 Good advice & encouragement

 Supported study/drop-in classes throughout the year

 Trips to Film Festivals/food tastings/foreign language travel/visits to 

language depts at Edinburgh University.


