
 

 

                                                       

                                                       Email balernohighspc@gmail.com 

Minutes of Meeting of Balerno High School Parent Council  

Monday 28th October 2019, 6.30pm at Balerno High School 

Attendees 

PC members 

Parents 

Andrea Brewster (AB) (Chair),  Jessica Bryce (JB),  Christine Paterson (CP), Fiona McDougall (FM), 
Trish Lumsden (TL), Alison Robertson (AL), Adrienne Wilson (AW), Elaine MacMaster (EM), Nanda 
Groenewald (NG) and Nick Weir (NW) 

Co-opted community member 

Marion Milne (MM) 

School staff 

Neil McCallum (NM) (Head Teacher), Ros Ranger (Depute Head Teacher), Clare Hastie Modern 
Languages 

Senior pupils 

Charlotte Murdoch (Head girl) 

Parents/Others attending 

Sonja Ranson, Fathimath Bina, Russell Philips, Paula Ryan, Kenny Tindall 

      Apologies 

       Alastair MacLellan, Mandy Irvine 

      Cllrs Bruce, Gardiner, Henderson and Webber 

 

1.  Introduction and Welcome 

2. New PC members 

Nanda Groenewald and Nick Weir have become members of the Parent Council 

Post meeting note: Sanjay Kallat has confirmed that he would like to step down from the Parent Council. 

The PC express appreciation to Sanjay for many years of service (including Vice Chair for a number of 

years) 
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3. Headteacher report  

See separate ‘Headteacher report’ on PC section of school website. 

4. Senior Pupil Report-Charlotte Murdoch 

Sands (Stillbirth and Neo Natal Death) is the chosen charity. They had a head shave event and raised 

£52. A representative from Sands will come in and speak to the whole school. 

They are organising a Hallowe’en activity for S1’s and are running an activity fayre and a “Beat the 

goalie” event. 

The subjects they hope to cover this year are; 

Charity 

Health and Wellbeing 

Mental Health 

LGBTQ 

Sustainability 

Community 

The PC offered parental input and support to any of the topics if the senior pupil team felt they would 

benefit from knowledge or experience that parents may be able to offer. 

5. Presentation on Modern Languages with Clare Hastie 

See also separate copy of presentation on PC section of the school website. 

French and Spanish are the languages on offer at BHS. 

Only 3 teachers are in the Modern Languages Faculty at BHS. 

They work very closely with their associated Primary schools who also teach French and Spanish. 

In S1/2 they have 2 periods of French and 1 of Spanish. 

4 skills taught are speaking, reading, listening and writing in the foreign language. 

Pupils also learn about the culture and customs of French and Spanish speaking countries. 

In S3 they have 3 periods per week of a language if they choose it and can choose both languages if 

they like. 

They start to develop their presentation skills in their chosen foreign language. 

They are assessed in all 4 areas. 

Language is not compulsory in S4 so this year they have decided that everyone will do N3 in either 

French or Spanish while they are in S3 so if they finish with language they have a qualification which 

they can always come back to further up the school. 

S4-pupils sit Nat 4 or Nat 5 

S5-pupils sit Nat 5 or Higher 

S6-pupils sit either N5 or Higher or advanced Higher at one of the CEC schools by arrangement. 

Bilingual pupils can get presented at each level as an additional qualification in their language. 

Pupils are assessed regularly. 

 



 

 

SQA results 2019: 

Higher Spanish 100% pass A-D 

N5 Spanish 100% A-D 

Higher French 100% A-D 

N5 French 100% A-D 

9 bilingual pupils achieved an A at N5 or Higher. 

Improvement Plan 

Update and develop S3 courses 

Review Nat 5 and Higher courses 

Continue partnership with Edinburgh University 

Revisiting Aifl strategies to improve outcomes for all learners. 

What you can expect 

Excellent teaching 

Good advice and encouragement 

Supported study 

Trips to film festival/food tastings/foreign language travel/visits to Edinburgh University 

6.  Finance update 

£476.40 in the account. Expect approximately £700 from the council for our running costs. 

7.  BHS Health and Wellbeing Group-Update 

The locker project has raised £280 from St Mungo’s Church and Balerno Gala is giving 10% of the total 

approximate cost (£13,000) 

The fashion show/clothes sale takes place on Saturday 9th November in the afternoon on the concourse. 

They are also planning an event on 21st November on Nutrition, Stress Management, Sport and Internet 

safety/cyber bullying. They will run 4 workshops. 

8. DYW (Developing Young Workforce) - Ros Ranger 

See copy of report on PC section of the website. 

9.  Senior pupil access to WIFI 

Nothing to report as yet. Gillespies still running their pilot. 

10. CEC Finance and Resources Committee report on school estate (and impact on BHS) 

The Council report ranks 4 levels of priority for investment and action regarding school estate: 

Top priority-replacing Castlebrae High, extending Boroughmuir, updating primary schools. 

Priority 2- New primary schools across Edinburgh and a secondary. 

Priority 3-Condition based priorities such as Currie High. 

Priority 4-Other schools in need of update and repair. BHS is the last school on this list. 

CEC budget allocation for major works to Balerno HS is not planned for several years. (2025-2026-

£2million projected for BHS then £30 million in 2027). 

Andrea has been in contact with our Councillors and Sue Webber is meeting Crawford McGhie in the 

council and she will be asking him for an update. 

Currie High School has Wave 4 funding and there is a meeting on Wednesday evening re the plans and 

design. 



 

 

There is a suggestion to have a sub group, a focus group to look at what Improvements BHS needs in 

the short term to improve areas such as HFT, science, changing rooms etc. Felt that we need to focus 

on what we want the council to improve, not a general requirement to update the school. 

AB also suggests another sub group looking at parental engagement, ways of communicating with 

parents and getting feedback from them. 

Post meeting note from AB (Chair) – insufficient time was available to fully discuss agenda items 11-13 

during the meeting. NM agreed to circulate initial feedback from the SSE (Supported Self Evaluation) to 

PC members by email. PC members agreed to continue to correspond by email regarding setting up 

potential sub groups to further discuss and progress issues (school condition and parental engagement) 

Next meeting 25th November 2019 6.30pm at BHS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


