
 

 

                                                       

                                                       Email balernohspc@gmail.com 

Minutes of Meeting of Balerno High School Parent Council 

Monday 20th January 2020, 6.30pm at Balerno High School 

Attendees 

PC members 

Parents 

Andrea Brewster (AB) (Chair), Alastair MacLellan (AM) (VC), Jessica Bryce (JB), Fiona 
McDougall (FM), Trish Lumsden (TL), Adrienne Wilson (AW), Elaine MacMaster (EM), 
Nanda Groenewald (NG) and Nick Weir (NW) 

Co-opted community member 

Marion Milne (MM) 

School staff 

Neil McCallum (NM) (Head Teacher), Ros Ranger (Depute Head Teacher) 

Parents/Others attending 

Cllrs Graeme Bruce and Sue Webber 

      Apologies 

       Mandy Irvine, Christine Paterson, Alison Robertson 

      Cllrs Gardiner and Henderson  

 

 

 

1. Introduction and Welcome 

2. Minutes from 25/11/19 agreed 

3. Update on PC members 

-Staff Rep. No member of staff has come forward so far to be the Staff Rep on the Parent 

Council. NM to send a further reminder to staff. 
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4. Headteachers Report 

Staffing Update 
New Staff 

Mrs Georgia Mutch    - Mathematics (started 7th January) 

Ms Nicola Brophy    - Art (started 9th December) 

Ms Ray Morrison    - English (started 7th January) temporary 

Staff Departing  

Karen Maitland    - Biology and Sciences (Dalkeith High School) 

Events and News update 

 
Reverse Advent 

Thank you to everyone that contributed to the reverse advent and the massive difference 

this will make for families across our community. Thank you to Ms Ranger for coordinating. 

S3 Career Event 

Thank you to Ms Ranger and Mr Ferguson for organise a fantastic speed dating event on 

Thursday 16th January, in the school concourse. It was excellent to see so many parents, 

carers and partners here sharing their experience of the workplace and the skills and 

qualifications required to fulfil their position. We also had excellent presentations at the 

Course choice presentations, on the evening of the 16th, these included an update on the 

new approach with coursing, pathways in numeracy, Graduate Apprenticeship, Foundation 

Apprenticeship, University experience, College partnership and pathways through college.  

Community Chest Donation 

We received a cheque for £500 for distribution between music and steam projects. The 

music bid was to replace drums and the steam bid was to purchase new robots as part of 

the interdisciplinary learning initiative.  

New Head Teacher Blog 

I have started a new HT blog, where it is my proposal to share the successes and 

achievements of pupils across a week and to also share information on events and news. 

The blog can be accessed from; 

https://balernohighschoolheadteacher.wordpress.com 

Lockers 

We will be installing 196 lockers in the concourse in the February break. These have been 

offered to S1,2,3 on this occasion as these will be accessible after the February holiday until 

the middle of June. At this point 180 lockers have been taken up as of today. 

Successes 

 
Hockey Success 

Congratulations on Katie Swanson (S6) on her selection for the Scotland Development 

squad. The games took place in Glasgow in November and the hockey club were there to 

cheer her on.  

Skiing Success 

We had two teams entered in the City of Edinburgh Schools ski competition on Wednesday 

11th December and they both achieved well; 

https://balernohighschoolheadteacher.wordpress.com/


 

 

 

Boyd Anderson Trophy – placed 2nd (Iona Ballantyne, Ross Gillies, Peter Gillies, Bevan 

Fleming) 

Novice event – 1st (Abigail Dow, Maddie Fleming, Bryony Chalmers, Jake Robertson) 

YPI Event 

Congratulations to all our S3 for their participation in the Youth Philanthropy Initiative. There 

were six excellent presentations on Wednesday 11th December, the winning team was; 

Emily Telford and Isobel Hendrie – representing ‘The Yard’ who will receive £3000 for the 

charity. 

Construction Challenge 

Congratulations to the S2 team on winning their heat recently at Heriot Watt University and 

qualifying for the final in January, where they placed fifth this year. The team was made up 

of Orla Burns, Jack Brown, Lena Ranson, Aref Isso, Merrie Macbeth, Jamie Gribben, 

Rebecca Mongomery, Cameron Gettinby, Ella Buchan, Calvin Longhorn  

Princes Trust Coffee Morning 

Thank you to Ms McCaig and her team, who put on a fantastic morning for our local senior 

citizens, on Thursday 19th December. Thank you to everyone that contributed to make it 

such a success. 

Christmas Concert 

Thank you to Mrs Anderson and Ms Brownhill for pulling together another fantastic evening 

of music, with a varied mix of tunes and an enjoyable evening, that the community really 

appreciated.  

Christmas Tree Festival 

Thank you to the PE department for coordinating our entries, in houses, to the Balerno 

Christmas tree competition, on the 14th and 15th December. Also, for ensuring the safe return 

of the trees to the school and they were displayed in the concourse.  

Netball Success 

Congratulations to our S2 girls Netball team on a fantastic victory in the Scottish Cup (gold 

level) over Holyrood High School (Glasgow) on Tuesday 14th January. The girls won a tense 

encounter 19 -10.  

Upcoming Events 
 

February 

4th S1 Consultation evening   (16.30 – 19.00) 

7th  End of term      (12.30) 

10th Holiday week 

17th All return      (08.30) 

 

March 

4th S2 Consultation Evening    (16.30 – 19.00) 

4th S2 Coursing information presentation (19.00 – 19.30) 

9th Parent council 



 

 

We also discussed the S1 residential as the Council are looking at P7 and S1 options for the 

future. Confirmed it will go ahead for pupils starting high school in 2020. Further discussions 

to take place regarding the future of the residential experience in P7 and S1. 

5. Senior Team Report 

Unfortunately nobody was able to attend from the Senior Team. A report from the senior 

pupils will be forwarded at a later stage. 

6. Finance update 

£1354.82 in the account. We will wait until the end of the school year to decide how much to 

donate to the school, just in case any expenses arise. 

7. Purpose of Parent Council/Engagement 

All present split into small groups to look at the role of Parent Councils and consider what we 

do well and what could do better. 

Communication-wondered about having and using FB page as a parent council? 

Wondered about the term “Parent Council”. The name perhaps puts some parents off. Currie 

High have PIP, Parents in Partnership and we think that may be a more suitable name. 

Parents may be engaged with the school, with sport or PTA for example but just may not be 

in the Parent Council. We almost need a virtual school gate as it is much easier to have 

engagement at Primary when parents are at the school gates each day. 

A regularly updated Notice Board/Banner would be great beside the swimming pool entrance 

where lots of parents mill around waiting for their kids. 

Perhaps vary the day that we hold meetings just to be a bit flexible as perhaps some parents 

cannot attend on Mondays. 

Try to have a Parent Council presence in a more informal manner which may not be as 

scary for some parents. 

Perhaps get a PC rep for each year? Or houses? 

Informal FB page for year groups? 

Is there a need for a list of FAQ’s on website with links for answers? 

Should we do a questionnaire? 

How to reach all Parents? 

The exercise gave us food for thought and we will return to the subject at a later date to see 

where we can improve our communication with parents and carers. 

8. Condition and Suitability of BHS 

We need to co-ordinate what has already been identified for BHS by the Council with what 

we think the school needs to improve the learning environment for our children. 

Peter Watton’s team in Property and Facilities Management manage the upkeep of the 

school. Neil McCallum has met with Murdo MacLeod who is part of this team. 

Crawford McGhie’s team deals with new builds and the plans for new buildings as part of the 

school estate. 

The school estate team produce reports regarding the state of the school. This condition 

report is almost 3 years old now. 



 

 

Project works are due to take place as a result of this condition report. Paul Russell is the 

council Council Project Managers for this. It will include a new kitchen with a completion date 

to be August 2020. The toilets will be upgraded and parts of the roof will be replaced. Some 

general decoration will be done within the school and some windows replaced. The 

temporary units and the janitor’s house (both which are empty) have been looked at by Paul 

Russell, Murdo MacLeod and their team. Following feedback from Marion Milne at the 

SWLG meeting last week, NM will contact Robbie Crockatt (School Estates Team) to find 

out timescales for a planned removal of the temporary units.  

NM also fed back to Murdo MacLeod and Paul Russell, in separate discussions, the 

concerns raised by the sub-group regarding the state of the school and in particular the 

science labs. They have also spoken with the cleaning and catering staff. They will be 

coming back to the school hopefully in the next couple of weeks to look at other areas of 

concern which are not in their current job list. 

-Update from subgroup 

The subgroup had a walk around BHS before Christmas and were quite shocked by the 

state of the science labs and found the general state of the school dissatisfactory. Nick Weir 

who attended wrote a very factual paper regarding the state of the science labs compared to 

what they actually need in a modern science lab. 

Andrea will forward Nick’s paper to all the Parent Council. This report should be forwarded to 

all Councillors and higher people within the Council to highlight the need for the school to be 

further renovated. 

-Next steps 

We will wait until after the meeting with Murdo MacLeod on 27th January and check his list of 

works and compare it to what we consider to be necessary.   

NM will confirm Murdo’s attendance on 27th January, pass him Nick’s document, CC Peter 

Watton and formally invite him along to a parent council meeting.  

NM will email Robbie Crockett and check if the huts are on the demolition list. 

9. Senior pupil access to WIFI 

Nothing new to report. 

10. AOCB 

11. Next meeting   

Monday 9th March, 6.30pm at BHS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


