
 

 

 
10th August  2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope this finds you well and I am sure you and your young people will be excited and anxious about 

them returning to school this week.  

Staff have been in school today and we have been focusing on health and safety and the measures that 

we have put in place for the return of staff and pupils. We have also looked at Health and Wellbeing 

(HWB) and Learning and Teaching ahead of the phased return this week. We will continue this 

preparation tomorrow with the new S1 and S5 / S6 pupils arriving on Wednesday.  

 

One – Way System 

We have created a video of the one-way system we have introduced around school and I would be 

grateful if you could ensure your child watches this prior to attending school this week. Pictures are also 

available on the school website. The video is available on the website and through the following link: 

https://sway.office.com/KcEFWn1uKlnVhrjW?ref=Link 

When pupils arrive at school, they should follow the one-way system and report straight to their tutor 

group class. Signage and staff will be available to help remind them where this takes places, should they 

have forgotten since March. Our new S1 pupils will be guided to the swimming pool car park, where we 

will then escort them to the classroom for the induction.  

Can I please ask that all parents and carers do not enter the swimming pool car park on Wednesday. If 

you have permission to drop your child in the school car park, can I please ask that you drop them off at 
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the small AstroTurf car park to allow them to walk around and enter the building. There will be no 

vehicle access to the Swimming pool car park on Wednesday morning.  

 

First day back 

We would request that pupils walking to school, aim to arrive in school between 08.30 and 08.40, this is 

to allow those arriving on school transport to be able to exit the buses and enter the school building 

between 08.20 and 08.30. Pupils should go to their tutor group class, as detailed above. On future days 

they should go straight to their period one classroom and not wait in the concourse. New S1 pupils will 

be met at the swimming pool cark park and when placed in their new class, they will then be escorted in 

to the building and the classroom they will be in for the start of their induction. 

Pupils will receive an induction for the first two periods of the first day that they are in. This is to make 

them familiar with the process that we need to have in place to follow the current guidelines. They will 

receive their new timetables and have time to be able to make their own copies. We would be grateful 

if you could ensure that your child is prepared with the appropriate resources, such as stationary, school 

bag, snacks. There will be no practical sessions with PE on the first day, so pupils should attend in school 

uniform, except for the new S1, who should attend in their PE kit for their afternoon activities.  

S5 and S6 pupils will be released five minutes early to allow them to exit the building ahead of the junior 

years to access the school transport, public transport, or to walk home. We will be trialling a system 

where there are only school bells at the start of the day, end of break, end of lunch and end of the 

school day. This is to allow staff to control the exit from classrooms and support the one-way system.  

 

 



 

 

Catering 

Gillian and her team in the Riverside have been working hard to prepare for the return of pupils and 

staff and will be providing a lunch service. At present they will  not be able to provide a break time 

service, but this will be reviewed going forward. As per my email last with the FAQs (Also available on 

the universal information tab of the school website) it will be a pre-order service. Pupils will be able to 

do this in the first period of the day and then drop their order in one of the boxes nearest their period 1 

class. We will be allowing S1 and S2 to start lunch at 12.45 and there will be three distribution points for 

pupils to collect their lunches. The location will be shared with pupils during their induction. Pupils are 

encouraged to bring their own snacks for break, a packed lunch if possible as this week pupils will not be 

allowed to access the village and we will review this on Friday once we have experience of the pupils 

being in the building again.  

Technology 

Pupils who were issued with a laptop or i Pad during the lockdown period are requested to bring this 

with them to school this week. This will allow us to coordinate our programme and to ensure that every 

young person that requires a device is enabled to have one to support them with their learning going 

forward in this academic year.  

I will continue to update you with further information and guidance as we have it. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Neil McCallum 

Head Teacher. 

 


