
 

 

5 Bridge Road,  
Balerno, EH14 7AQ 
T: 0131 477 7788 
 
E: admin@balernochs.edin.sch.uk 
www.balernochs.edin.sch.uk 
 
Head Teacher: Neil McCallum 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5th August 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 

August – The First Three Days 
 

I hope you have all managed to enjoy a summer break.  I am delighted to be writing today with 
details for all of your children to return on Wednesday 12th August for a three day transition 
experience. The plan has changed slightly from the proposal detailed to you in June but still ensures 
a realistic and hopefully enjoyable transition experience for your children.  This letter should be read 
in conjunction with Mr McCallum’s letter to provide a full picture of the return to school. 
 

The finalised plan for the three days is: 
 

Day one:    
Pupils should enter the school towards the large car park beside the swimming pool.  There will be 
staff on hand to direct them if they or you are not sure where this is.  They should congregate in the 
carpark where we will arrange them into classes.  Their tutors will then take them to their tutor 
room.  It would be helpful if you could ensure that your child knows their tutor class: this is the class 
with the letter B, C, or M, which denotes their house. 
 
They will stay in tutor groups for the first two periods of the day.  You may recall from my previous 
letter that tutors are similar to what we used to call register teachers but with a focus on developing 
strong relationships and really getting to know the pupils in their tutor group.  These first two 
periods will be full of practical information but will also allow time for getting to know each other.  
The S1s will be visited by their PSL and Year Head during this time. 
 
Pupils will then follow their timetable until lunchtime.  This allows them to experience three of their 
classes.  They will be supported to find their way around by senior pupils.  This includes break and 
lunchtime. 
 
In the afternoon, S1 pupils will participate in a Health and Wellbeing activity.  This activity will be led 
by PE staff, the PSLs, Support for Learning and me as year head.  This will allow pupils to get to know 
us and each other a bit better.  
 



 

 

Pupils will be supported to leave the building and make their way home or get on the bus at the end 
of the day.  
 

Day two:  
Pupils will meet with their Pupil Support Leader and other members of the extended support team 
where they will engage in more ‘getting to know you’ activities and have a tour of the school.   
 
Following this, they will attend some classes for transition style activities which enable them to get 
to know subjects and teachers a bit better.  The classes will represent normal timetable and will, 
where possible, be with the teachers that they will have for the year.  Again, there will be attempts 
to balance learning, fun and getting to know one another.  Again, they will be supported to find their 
way around by senior pupils.  
 

They will finish the day with their PSL or other member of the extended support team where they 
will be able to ask questions, review the experience so far and clarify any concerns. 
 
Pupils will be supported to leave the building and make their way home or get on the bus at the end 
of the day.  
 

Day Three:  
Pupils should start the day in their timetabled class.  We will take time on Day Two to prepare them 
for this but will also arrange for buddies to meet them and support them in finding the room.  There 
is timetabled time with tutors for all pupils which will allow your children to return to a familiar 
place and face towards the end of the day.  At the end of Day Three, the extended support team will 
meet with the S1s again to evaluate their first three days and check how they are feeling about 
moving to normal timetable.  Further support will be planned according to the pupil responses.  
 

Please note that all S1 pupils should wear PE kit on the first day to allow them to participate fully in 
the Health and Wellbeing activity.  They should dress appropriately for the weather with either 
water and sunscreen or waterproofs as required.   
 
I hope that between this letter and Mr McCallum’s you have a clearer picture of what the start of 
school will look like.  As we move into the term, please do contact your child’s PSL or me with any 
queries or concerns you have.  Please encourage your child to do the same. 
 
In previous years we have held a welcome evening for S1 parents in September.  We are hoping to 
be able to do this virtually this year.  I will communicate with you regarding this when I can. 
 
In the meantime, please be assured that we will look after your child to the best of our abilities! 
 
Yours faithfully  
  
  
Lisa Coffey  
Depute Head Teacher/Year Head  
 


