
 
National 5 English 

At National 5, you are expected to be responsible for the necessary additional study at 
home to consolidate the knowledge and skills you learn in English. 

 
Course Outline 

 
Skills 

 
Reading: 

▪ engage with, consider, and select the main ideas of a text 
▪ identify and select detailed information from a text 
▪ analyse and evaluate a writer’s choice and use of language 
▪ evaluate the overall effects and impact of a text 

 
Writing: 

▪ communicate detailed ideas 
▪ communicate detailed information 
▪ explore, describe and communicate personal experience 
▪ write creatively and imaginatively in a literary form (eg prose fiction, poetry, etc) 

 
Talking and listening: 

▪ discuss and communicate detailed ideas and/or personal experience 
▪ communicate detailed information 
▪ use aspects of non-verbal communication 
▪ demonstrate listening skills by responding to detailed spoken language 
 

 
Folio 

 
Here the pupils produce TWO written pieces to demonstrate their language and writing 

skills: 
▪ One discursive  
▪ One creative/personal reflective.  

 

This counts for 30% of the overall grade and is assessed externally. 
 

 
Final Exam 

This is based in two parts: 
 
Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation – pupils will be given a passage and 
must answer questions on it.  
One hour 
This is worth 30% of the overall grade. 
 
Critical Reading  
- Scottish Text paper – pupils will see an extract from a text they have studied and will 
answers questions on it, with a final question asking them to compare it critically with 
another story/poem/part of the novel by the author.    
- Critical Essay – the student will choose ONE critical essay question to answer on a text 
they have studied in class.  
One hour and thirty minutes 
This is worth 40% of the overall grade (20% each). 

 



 
 
How do I improve my LISTENING and TALKING skills?  

▪ Always make sure, when you work in class, in groups or in pairs, that ONE PERSON 
SPEAKS AT A TIME.  

▪ Listening to our peers is very important, as it helps us COMMUNICATE effectively. 
▪ When speaking in front of the class or your group, make sure you are prepared. 
▪ Always PRACTISE your presentation first. 
▪ Don’t rely on your notes too much. 
▪ EYE-CONTACT – include your audience.  

 

How do I improve my WRITING skills?  
▪ Make sure any creative writing you complete includes the golden rule: SHOW, don’t 

TELL.  
▪ Let the reader discover things about a character themselves, e.g. don’t say she was 

scared in a dark room; say “her hands were sweaty and trembled as she reached for 
the light switch.”  

▪ Use the SENSES and IMAGERY as well to make your writing as vivid and as interesting 
as possible.  

▪ Make sure you critical and discursive essays are well-researched and well-structured.  
▪ Proofreading your work is essential – don’t be afraid to ask someone else to check it 

over, too.  
 

How do I improve my READING skills?  
▪ Reading quality journalism to become familiar with the types of articles used in the 

Reading outcome and Reading exam paper at National 5.  
- Ensure you have access to broadsheet newspapers, either paper or online, and 
you can find the relevant Comment or Opinion sections.  

- Talk through the articles with your parents, or peers, to ensure you understand 
the topic, can identify the key issues and define difficult vocabulary.  

▪ Revising tone, vocabulary and sentence structure functions (e.g. the functions of semi-
colons, lists, anti-climax, etc.)  

▪ Read as much as you can in your personal time – it is amazing how much this helps.  

 
 
 

GENERAL ADVICE 
▪ BE ORGANISED - always come to class with a pen, pencil, and your jotter.  
▪ If you are off, always be sure to catch up on any work you have missed.  
▪ Try to find a quiet place to work when you have homework.  
▪ Make use of your planner or phone calendar to note down homework.  
▪ Pay attention to any feedback you receive – it is given to help you improve and 

provide guidance on how to progress.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


