
 

National 5 Media 

At National 5, you are expected to be responsible for the necessary additional study at home to consolidate the 

knowledge and skills you learn in Media. 

 

Course Outline 

There are two sections to the National 5 Media course: Analysing Media Content and 

Creating Media Content. Work towards the completion of these sections will take place in a 

combination of class-based work and home study across the school year. 

Section Tasks 

Analysing 
Media 
Content 

A series of written pieces will assess each candidate’s understanding of 
key analytical concepts such as genre; narrative; representation; role of 
media. 

Creating 
Media 
Content 

A piece of content such as a print advert will be researched, planned, 
made and evaluated by each candidate; each stage of the production 
process will involve a written task. 

 

External assessment  

This consists of two elements of equal weighting towards the final grade: the Assignment 

and the SQA written paper.  

• National 5 Exam: 60 marks, 2 hours 
 

The Assignment: 60 marks 

Each candidate will be responsible for researching, planning, making and evaluating a piece 

of media content, such as a trailer or opening to a film.  

Each stage of the production process will involve a written task. Both the finished media 

content and written responses will be sent for marking to the SQA.  

 

Homework  

Candidates should keep up with classes by reviewing notes taken within class and materials 

posted on TEAMs on a regular basis. 

In addition, they should submit written homework in a timely fashion and ensure that 

teacher feedback on this work is carefully noted. 



How parents can help their child at home 

• Ensure that pupils access the information, resources, and reminders available on 
TEAMs. 

• Encourage them to revise their notes regularly in order to improve their 
understanding 

• Discuss the media texts being studied in class, and ask them to explain the ideas and 
meanings conveyed 

• Encourage pupils to watch and read a wide variety of media texts, including high 
quality film, television and journalism 

• Ensure pupils stay up-to-date with coursework and homework deadlines, which make 
up an essential part of the National 5 course 

• Help pupils take responsibility for their work, encouraging them to always try their 
best and to ask for help or guidance if necessary 

• Ensure pupils catch up with any missed work or homework if they are absent from 
class 

 

 

Tips for Success 

• Read over your notes, and ensure you understand the Key Aspects: 
- Categories 
- Narrative 
- Representations 
- Language 
- Audience  
- Institutions 
- Society 

• When watching media texts, even for enjoyment, try to consider the different 
representations presented, or the way the narrative has been created – this practice 
will help develop your analytical skills. 

• Ensure you keep up-to-date with homework and coursework deadlines – if you need 
help, or are having trouble meeting a deadline, ask for help sooner rather than later! 

• When analysing a text, don’t just consider the meaning that has been created, but 
HOW that meaning is conveyed through media language and codes. 

• Always try your best! 
 


