
 

                                                       Email balernohighspc@gmail.com 

Minutes of Meeting of Balerno High School Parent Council  

Monday 8th March 2021, 6.30pm via Teams 

Attendees 

PC members 

Andrea Brewster (AB) (Chair), Alastair MacLennan (AM), Jessica Bryce (JB), Christine 
Paterson (CP), Fiona McDougall (FM), Trish Lumsden (TL), Alison Robertson (AR’), 
Adrienne Wilson (AW), Elaine MacMaster, Nanda Groenewald, Paula Ryan, Adele Higham 
and Nick Weir 

Co-opted community member 

Marion Milne (MM) 

School staff 

Neil McCallum (NM) (Head Teacher), Ros Ranger Depute Head Teacher, Cara Prot 
Curricular Lead Maths & Business 

Senior pupils 

Charlotte Railton, Matthew Laidlaw, Michelle Berra de san Cristobal, Ben Henderson 

Parents/Others attending 

Fiona Rushworth, Anne Allan, Francine Love, Amanda McNeil, Catherine Currie Browne, 
Heather Souter, John Henderson, Kate Henderson, Lisa Cockburn, Caroline Robertson, 
Makayla Apperty, Simon May, Tony Foster 

 

Apologies 

1. Introduction and welcome 

Chris Cowe – pause to express condolences from all the Parent Council. 

 

2. Headteacher report  

 

Staffing Update 

New Staff 

Mr Daniel Davis  Music (supply started 2nd March) to support S1/2 and Senior 
phase return 
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Events and News update 

 

Christopher Cowe 

The sad passing of Christopher has had a huge impact on the school community and we 
will miss him dearly and he will always have a special place here at Balerno High school. 
His friends and peers have been incredible and their messages of support to the family 
have been gratefully received. The gofund me page that they set up in his memory has 
raised £10,000.  

 

Art Link with Balerno Cares 

The art department have linked with the Balerno cares facebook page to share and 
celebrate the work our pupils have created during lockdown. The wonderful art work is 
showcased and celebrates the pupils work.  

 

Food Deliveries 

We have linked with a local charity to be able to provide food parcels to families on a 
weekly basis. This has been a huge benefit to the families concerned and gratefully 
received.  

 

HPV dates 

We have been given the provisional dates of June 11th and 12th and we should receive 
communications and further information on or after the 12th March. As soon as we have 
further information we will share this with parents and carers.  

 

Edinburgh School Uniform Bank 

We have worked with the Edinburgh School Uniform Bank over the last three years and 
they have been operating out of the old community space near the main entrance. As 
they have grown the space is no longer big enough for them and they have now 
relocated to new premises on the north of the city. We wish them every success going 
forward and thank them of their support of our families during this time and working with 
them in the future.  

 

3G 

We had issues with large congregations on the weekend of the 28th and 29th February. 
We have been working with local community groups, CEC and Police Scotland to 
monitor the facility and to try and maintain the facility. Edinburgh leisure are currently 
furloughed, so have no presence at weekends and due to current restrictions, there are 
no formal users of the facility. Our facilities management team are also not on duty at the 
weekend at present, so there is no cleaning of the facility on Saturday or Sunday.  

 

3. Senior Pupil report 

Charlotte-There are 4 of the senior team present and they had many questions which 
have been or are being answered by NM. Charlotte has been in school for music and 
feels very safe in the school. Asking what classes will be like in the future for them? 

Michelle-Has not been back in school yet but concerned about assessments. Looking 
forward to being back in school to see friends and have face to face teaching. It will be a 
bit stressful as they will all have assessments. How will teachers plan to give them the 
assessments? Will they have enough time to consolidate the learning they have done at 
home? Will they have enough time to revise? 



Matthew-Not been back in school yet but wanted to know the rules re self-isolation? 
Risks involved going back to school in a busier environment and if pupils need to self-
isolate is there a plan for this? 

Ben-Not worried at all about going back to school and feels like pupils will follow the 
guidance re masks/hand sanitising like they did before. 

 

4. Confirmation of new Parent Council Chair, Alison Robertson. 

Proposed and seconded by Trish Lumsden & Christine Paterson  

 

5. Finance update 

Planned change in account signatories. TL will remove AB and CP and add AR. Would 
be great to have another signatory we could add. 

 

6. Lockdown, learning and all other covid related matters! 

 Return to school plans; 

Announcement last week from Scottish Govt advising that school pupils will return 

from Monday 15th March. 

Schools need to maximise number of pupils at school but there needs to be 2m 

social distancing which brings us to a capacity of 33% return of pupils. NM, RR, and 

CP have been working on this plan and will share details with parents on Wednesday 

10th March. Transport issues and trying to factor in siblings/rotas has been part of the 

extensive planning for this return. After the Easter Holidays, April 20th, the whole 

school should return. 

 

All young people should be wearing a face covering all day. Breaks and lunchtime 

will be outside unless the weather is awful. 

 

Contractors are still working on the school site so there has been a push to get 

classrooms back.  

 

There will be some changes to remote learning as teachers will be unable to deliver 

live lessons as they will be teaching classes at the school.  

 

The hope is to have every pupil in for at least 4 days in 3 weeks. 

 

School transport has been reduced to 1m distanced and if the pupils are outside they 

do not need to be 2m distanced. 

 

PE is still going to be limited for now and will be outdoors unless the weather is truly 

awful. 

 

Ventilation-CO2 monitors will be brought in to check levels but windows and doors 

should always be open to allow ventilation to protect pupils and teachers. 

 

Lateral Flow Tests-tests have been issued to all senior phase pupils who have been 

in for practical subjects and all staff on the premises from the teachers to the canteen 

staff have also been issued with them. These tests are voluntary but there has been 

a very good uptake. Twice per week these tests are done at home and recorded. 

Nobody has had a positive test thus far. There is a consent form so all pupils under 

16 need to have a parent sign on their behalf. 

 



The janitors and cleaning staff have been working throughout the lockdown and have 

been keeping the school clean and sanitised. 

 

There were a few Covid cases between October and Christmas so if there are further 

cases in the future then the staff will support our young people with learning from 

home if they need to self-isolate. 

 

We do not want our pupils to get constantly assessed, we hope to plan a diet of 

assessments and moderate them before we get to the deadline for predicted grades 

for the SQA which is 11th June for Edinburgh schools. 

 

o Questions from parents 

 I would like to understand what evidence, if any, was used to 

determine when the various year groups would be able to return to 

school?  In particular, why are S1-S3 last on the list when the S1s 

have barely had any chance to get used to their first year in 

Secondary school following a rather abrupt ending to Primary 7? 

 

NM Education Recovery Group who decided this. Our assumption is 

that they focused on the senior phase as they have assessments. 

 

 How does the school intend to make up all this lost learning 

time/impact on exam success rates in future years? 

 

NM Nothing has been issued by SG or CEC to extend the school year 

or run summer schools. For us it is about pace and progression and 

covering the coursework and ensuring that we have high quality 

learning and teaching as best we can. Things may change but we 

have not heard anything.  

 

 What support is in place for the numerous students that will require 

health and wellbeing support on their return? 

   

              NM This is a key thing that we have been discussing and had an  

              extended meeting about it. We feel it is really important for the pupils  

              to have more support than normal and giving them a bit of space to talk 

              and share. We have a strong guidance team who will support our  

              young people. 

 

  

 Online learning 

There is a monitoring and tracking system in place to see how engaged pupils are. 

Engagement has generally been very good, where this has not happened then we 

have either provided paper packs or tried to get the pupil into the Hub. There is some 

fall off from S3 who are not picking that particular subject but we would encourage 

the pupils to continue working for all subjects. 

 

Cara Prot has not seen a drop off in maths and is very impressed with the 

engagement from young people doing home learning. 

 

RR very impressed with the level of engagement and recognises it is difficult to 

continue putting in the effort but it is important to keep focused and working for all 

subjects as they may come back to that subject later in their learning. 

 



There should now be consistency for live lessons across the subjects. Pupils should 

receive high quality lessons online so NM is concerned to hear about apparent 

inconsistencies within departments. 

 

NM S3 pupils have already started their Nat 5 coursework so should not be 

disadvantaged going into their Nat 5 year next year. 

 

NM Prelims results can be used for predicted grades however SQA guidance is that 

the later in the year the evidence is gathered then that is best practice. 

 

RR-We will share this with pupils this week. There will be no SQA assessment 

between now and Easter. There may be checks to see where a pupil is at but it will 

not be for the SQA. 

 

RR-Every subject has a SQA assessment paper and we have no way of organising 

when we hold these assessments compared to other schools, we can’t control this. I 

can’t share when exactly these assessments will take place as we won’t know where 

they are in their learning until they are back. 11th June for assessments and 25th June 

for SQA to come back to us. We will have some provisional dates for the pupils but 

they may change. We will try our best to have pupils only doing one assessment per 

day. The young people can be assured that they are not returning to be assessed 

immediately. 

 

Michelle-S6 would normally leave after Easter holidays so do S6 need to stay in 

school until the end of June? RR says they have until 11th June to gather SQA 

evidence so they won’t be leaving school officially until this date in case the school 

need further evidence. We would hope to have it done by end of May but cannot 

guarantee this. 

 

NM says there is no study leave so pupils would be expected to be in school until 

they have completed the required SQA assessments. 

 

Timetable change usually happens in May. What will happen this year? Discussed at 

briefing last week and suggested date is 14th June but is yet to be finalised. Changing 

the timetable for one year has a knock-on effect for other years. Maths and English 

would be progressing through the curriculum. 

 

 Routine immunisations given at school  

o Immunisations - 11th and 12th June have been scheduled as the dates for the 

catch up of postponed vaccinations. Further communications are expected this 

week so we will ask if there are any children who will miss it due to leaving 

schools. 

 

 Hub school provision  

Continuing the Hub provision for key worker children and vulnerable pupils. Supply 

staff may be required to help support the Hub. 

 

 Parents’ nights / reporting  

Plan to get reports out for all year groups. S1 and S2 year groups have not had 

parents’ nights and we feel it is better for every pupil to get a report in May and 

hopefully sharing with the young people in S4, 5 and 6 their predicted grades in June. 

 

 P7 transition  

NM - We hope to have a transition but we don’t know if we will be able to do this. Lisa 

Coffey is in contact with all 3 Head Teachers from the cluster schools to talk about 



transition and enhanced transition. The plan is for a 3 day transition like normal but 

we cannot guarantee it. We did an online transition last year which we have as a 

backup. 

 

 Building works 

NM works are progressing with the roofing but perhaps not as fast as they would like 

as some of the contractors live through west and we had a lot of snow as well. New 

windows are in for the swimming pool and the tiles and grouting were looked at last 

week while it is empty. The swimming pool changing rooms have been renovated 

and look great. Further work has been ongoing in the classrooms and we have 2 

classrooms outside in the portacabin. A lot of network cabling has been updated. 

Wooden windows looking into the courtyard have been replaced. On the outside the 

groundworks have been completed. The janitor’s house has been knocked down and 

new car parking built. 

 

 1:1 devices 

Edinburgh Council have allocated budget to provide every secondary pupil with a 1:1 

device. The Parent Council welcomes the news and is keen to be one of the first 

schools where devices are given to pupils. NM commented that he was keenfor staff 

to be provided with a device as well that works with the device given to pupils. 

 

Next Parent Council meeting – Monday 10th May 2021, 6.30pm 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


