
 

 

Balerno Parent council 
8th November 2021 

 

Staffing Update 

 
DHT (Curriculum)   Maree Anderson 
DHT (Pupil Support)  Shaun Ferguson  
 

Events and News update 

  
 
Covid_19 Mitigations 
These continue to be in place and I will update all parents and carers as soon as we have further 
information in regard to the relaxing of any of these mitigations.  
 
Building Works Updates 
The swimming pool is now operational, and all aspects are now in good working order, following sign off 
today. The works continue along the first-floor classrooms with eight rooms now complete. These works 
will continue to the Christmas break. The lighting in the concourse has been upgraded, with the S6 
toilets, beside the LRC now complete as well. A significant amount of snagging was completed in the 
October break and work is progressing towards competition for the Easter break 2022. 
 
Empowered Learning 

• The Senior Leadership team will be undertaking training this coming Friday, as part of the 
planned works. 

• All wireless access points have been installed to upgrade the Wi-Fi coverage in building to be 
able to cope with the demand from the us of the devices.  

• Waiting on the timeline for the rollout of the devices and training.  
 
School Improvement Planning 
We are at a stage where we would like to revisit the opportunity for the parent council to be involved in 
the school improvement groups. This is to ensure that the parents and carers voice is part of how we 
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drive the school forward. Given that we have the technology to make these meetings happen online 
now, it seems like a logical time to revisit this.  
 
SQA Assessments. 
Ms Ranger (DHT) has shared the information on November and December assessments today and this is 
also on the school website in the SQA link on the parents & carers tab. 
There have been enquiries as to why these are not called prelims anymore.  
The rationale for this, is that there are no longer appeals through the SQA, although there was an 
exception this year, due to the Alternative Certification Model. The SQA now have in place a Post 
Results Service. This allows us to request a clerical check or a remark of a paper if a young person has 
not achieved the grade that they were estimated for. An example would be if a young person is 
estimated for an A and achieved a C, we could request a remark of their paper. This process is 
requested, and the outcome could be that the young persons grade improves from the C or they could 
be downgraded if the marking has been too lenient.  
This now means that we do not need to give the young people a full exam paper to use as evidence for 
their estimate, as we do not submit papers for the purpose of appeal. We do however, collect evidence 
over the course of the year, including under exam conditions, which is used to collate the information 
that informs the estimate grade. This also provides us with information to submit to the SQA, should a 
young person not be able to sit the final exam. This could be for a medical reason, bereavement or 
another appropriate reason. In this case we would submit the information we have to the SQA, under 
exceptional circumstances.  
We have put three assessment windows in place this year, as a safeguard to any further remote learning 
and to allow subjects to have their assessments at the appropriate time within their course. These 
assessments will not necessarily be at the same level of challenge as the final exam, so do not fully 
relate to the final grades. So, a pupil achieving 95% in an assessment where the questions were of a ‘C’ 
level, would not necessarily be estimated at an A, based solely on that assessment. Many of these 
assessments will take place in the time that pupils have the subject, due to double periods that are now 
place, so time is sufficient for these assessments to occur. Every pupil will have the same opportunity to 
be successful in the assessment.  
 
As always, we are looking to ensure the highest quality learning, teaching and assessment for all our 
young people at all levels. Please get in touch with us if there are any points that we can clarify further. 
 



 

 

 


