
 
 

 

Balerno HS Parent Council Online Meeting – Monday 24th January 2022, 6.30pm 

Minutes 

Attendees 

PC Members 

Alison Robertson (AR) Chair), Alastair MacLennan (AM), Mandy Irvine (MI), Patricia Lumsden 

(PL), Andrea Brewster (AB), Angela Hogg (AH), Adrienne Wilson (AW), Nanda Groenwald 

(NG). 

Parents 

Julia Sproul, Peter Mill, Louise Wilson, Catherine Currie-Browne, Carol Frame, Andrew Gibson, 

Lara Gregson. Alastair Mailer. 

Local Councillors 

Graeme Bruce (GB) 

Co-opted Community Member 

Marion Milne (MM) 

School Staff 

Neil McCallum (NM) Head Teacher 

Ros Ranger (RR) Depute Head Teacher 

Shaun Ferguson (SF) Depute Head Teacher 

Simon May (SM) 

Maree Andersen (MA)  

Pupil Senior Leadership Team 

Erin Coull (EC) 

Angus Newton (AN) 

Ethan Hurley (EH) 

Lucas Crane (LC) 

Apologies 

Paula Ryan 

Elaine MacMaster  

 

 



 
 

 

1. Introduction and welcome 

Alison Robertson welcomed attendees.  

2. Headteacher report 

See separate document 

See Behaviour / Anti bullying presentation from Shaun Ferguson. 

3. Senior Pupil Update 

Ethan and Lucas provided a short update of initiatives the senior pupil leadership team are 
currently working on, including a virtual suggestions box for pupils to suggest ideas for 
school improvements, a display board in the concourse, an Instagram page, litter picking 
day around Balerno and a ‘you said, we did’ board. 

A copy of their slides could be attached if available. 

4. Update on Attendance Policy 

See separate presentation. 

5. Information from the SQA 

Maree Andersen provided an overview of the current information available from the SQA 
regarding examinations etc. A full update is available on the SQA website. 

An update on information regarding study support will be shared with parents / carers by 28th 
January. 

6. Treasurer Report 

Patricia Lumsden indicated the PC bank account currently has a balance of £1,875.63, with 
the funding from Edinburgh Council having been received. 

Given there is a surplus of funds in the account, Alison Robertson proposed that the PC 
donate £1,000 to the school. 

PC members were asked to indicate if they did not support the proposal following the 
meeting. 

7. Empowered Learning Project Update 

Neil provided an update on the project. The wireless access points have been installed in 
the school building. However, the timeline for the overall rollout of the devices has slipped. 
The teachers are expected to receive their devices shortly, however it is likely to be August 
before devices are issued to pupils, to allow for staff training etc. 

8. Medical Awareness Training 

A point was raised regarding whether teachers can be provided with a greater awareness of 
the medical needs of certain pupils. 

Neil agreed to follow up on how this can be improved within the school. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

9. Trees for schools 

Simon May provided an update on the project, with early November being targeted to 
commence planting. 

10. AOB and questions 

 A question was raised on parents / carers having problems on setting up 

appointments for parents evenings on the online booking system. Neil agreed to look 

into this. 

 A further question was taken on ventilation and whether windows were being kept 

open sufficiently. Neil agreed to look into this. 

 

Next Parent Council meeting - Monday 7th March 2022, 6.30pm 


