
S1 Welcome Evening

•A welcome to Balerno High School

•Introduction on how to access support on the school website

•Raising teens with confidence

•Update on empowered learning (iPads)

•Pathways in Maths 

•Literacy across the curriculum

•HWB across the curriculum

•Rights Respecting Schools



Our Balerno Way...aiming for excellence

Our vision:
We are a community built on strong relationships and a commitment 
to success.

Our values:
• Respect
• Inclusion
• Excellence
• Resilience
• Honesty



Our Balerno Way...aiming for excellence

We are ambitious for all our young people.

We want every young person to be the best version of 
themselves as they leave us to move on to their positive 
destination.

Excellence takes many forms; we will support and provide 
opportunities to all young people.



Our Balerno Way...aiming for excellence

School communication:
• Weekly HT email
• Home page of the website – school padlet
• PSLs
• Reports
• Consultation Evening
• General emails



Pupil Support

Getting It Right For Every Child



Support Staff

• Shaun Ferguson – DHT Support and Bavelaw House Head

• Ryan Charters – Pupil Support Leader for Bavelaw

• Jacqueline Thompson – Pupil Support Leader for Cockburn with Cara Prot 

and Acting DHT Cockburn House Head

• Vaila Wright – Pupil Support Leader for Malleny with Maree Anderson as 

DHT Malleny House Head

• Helen Kujawa – Support for Learning Leader

• Monique McIntosh – Curriculum Leader of The Bridge (Well-being Hub)

• Kirsty Williamson – Support for Learning Teacher

• Jenny MacDonald– Transition Teacher



GIRFEC
• GIRFEC recognises that more work needs to be put in place to protect our most 

vulnerable children and to ensure all agencies- health, social work, education & 

police- work together to ensure best possible outcomes for all young people & 

children. 

• Lead Professional- in high schools usually PSL

• Named Person- in high schools always HT

• Agency involvement, nearly always, requires an assessment of need and a 

planning meeting prior to engagement/ referrals. 

Many issues & barriers are addressed at pathways 1 & 2 by in school support & 

teaching staff



Barriers to Learning
• Social Issues 

• Additional Support for Learning needs (dyslexia, communication, hearing, sight, EAL)

• Looked After and Accommodated Children (LAAC)

• Young Carers

• Mental Health/ Well-being 

• Physical needs/ health

• Bereavement

• Attendance

There are many others but these are some typical barriers.



• Instagram account:
 www.instagram.com/balernohighschool

• School website:  
https://balernochs.wordpress.com/

Communication and Support

http://www.instagram.com/balernohighschool
http:// https:/balernochs.wordpress.com/


Celebrating Positive Behaviour and 

Achievement



Hot Chocolate
• Nomination from teachers in line with school values

• 2 students for each value invited to celebrate with a 

hot chocolate

• Termly certificates for multiple nominations in the term



Excellence in Attainment

• Celebrated during assembly

• E-mail home



Wider Achievement Evenings

• Nominations from students, teachers, parents, 

carers, members of the community for 

achievements in line with our school values.



Wider Achievement Evenings







The City of Edinburgh Council has an ambitious 
and inclusive education strategy called 
“Edinburgh Learns for Life”. The Empowered 
Learning Programme, which is part of this 
strategy, means that learners, across the City of 
Edinburgh Council, in P6-S6 are provided with 
an iPad to support their learning.



Pupils and parents/ carers will be required to 
sign 2 documents:

1.Responsible Use agreement

2. Home School Agreement.

Please see Mrs. Anderson if 
you have not yet signed this



Learners

I agree to:

• Look after my iPad carefully at all times.

• Charge up my iPad every night and bring it into school every day, unless told 

otherwise.

• Always use the charger and cable supplied to charge up my iPad.

• Accept that if I forget to bring my iPad to school, my teachers will expect me to 

work using alternative resources.

• Always keep my iPad in its supplied case and store it in an appropriate school bag 

when outside my class.

• Use my iPad during class time as instructed by my teacher and close it or put it 

away when my teacher says so.



Parents/Carers

• Ensure that my child cares for and respects their iPad.

• Immediately report any loss or theft which happens out of school, firstly to 

the police and then to the school. An incident number should be obtained 

from the police.

• Monitor my child’s use of the iPad at home, to ensure that only appropriate 

websites are accessed so that that they are safe online and behaving as a 

responsible cyber citizen.

• Ensure that the iPad is returned to the school if my child leaves the school 

or at any other time upon the request of a senior member of staff.



Parents/Carers

• Depending on circumstances, pay a contribution towards the 

replacement of a lost or damaged charger/cable/case.

• Depending on circumstances, pay a contribution towards any damage to 

or loss of the iPad. This contribution will be 50% of the cost for the first 

incident and 100% for any further incidents, up to a maximum of £150.

The iPad  belongs to the City of Edinburgh Council and is traceable 

through the Council’s Mobile Device Management System.



• If a learner persistently refuses to follow a teacher’s instructions or stay on 
task, they may be told to put their iPad away and work using alternative 
resources for the rest of the lesson.

• If a learner accesses the Internet inappropriately, they may be banned from 
accessing the internet in school for a period of time. Parents/carers will be 
notified if this happens.

• If a learner persistently or seriously misuses their iPad, it will be removed 
from them by a member of the Senior Leadership Team for a period. If this 
happens parents/carers will be invited in to school to support resolving this 
matter.

• In extreme circumstances, the iPad may be removed permanently.

Possible Sanctions



Next Steps

• Inform learners/parents/carers issue date

• All S1 pupils will complete digital passport within 
first 6 weeks of receiving iPad



Mathematics and Numeracy 
at Balerno High School

Rachel Ponder

Curriculum Leader of Mathematics and Business



Our Aims



How many dots?





Support

• Open door policy

• Regular Feedback

• Lunch Support

School

Home
• Numeracy booklet
• http://schoolmathematics.weebly.com
• www.mathsrevision.com
• Positivity 

http://schoolmathematics.weebly.com/
http://www.mathsrevision.com/


One Note



We promote a hard-working ethos centred around a 

variety of teaching approaches.

Learning and Teaching



• Used to display learning intentions, examples and resources. This is great if a 
student wants to look over the learning again or has been absent from the lesson.

• To enhance learning, for example using Desmos for graph work.

iPads



Numeracy Ninjas

• All classes in S1 to utilise the Numeracy Ninja resources. 
• Learners to spend 5 minutes a couple of times a week to answer numeracy questions
• Marked out of 30 and then the learners awarded ‘Ninja Belts’ depending on their score



FX-83GTX
FX-85GTX

Calculator for life!







Enrichment Opportunities



Responsibility of All (RoA)



Thank 

you 

for 

listening



Supporting Literacy Skills at Home

Jill Nitsche

Curriculum Leader of English, Media and Drama



Why is Literacy Important?

• All National Qualifications depend to a greater or lesser extent on well-developed 

literacy skills.

• Literacy has a significant impact on people’s life chances - reading books is the 

only out-of-school activity for 16-year-olds demonstrably linked to securing 

managerial or professional jobs. (Mori 2013).

• Children who read for pleasure make more progress in maths, as well as 

vocabulary and spelling between the ages of 10 and 16, than those who rarely 

read. (Institute of Education, University of London, 2013).

• Children who enjoy reading and writing and do it regularly outside school are 

three times more likely to have high levels of mental wellbeing than those who 

are less engaged with literacy. (National Literacy Trust, 2018).



Literacy at Balerno High School

What do we do?

• Literacy is the responsibility of all teachers, and we discuss and 

monitor literacy across the school.

• Responsibility of All working group, where staff develop workshops 

and resources to support literacy in all subjects.

• Work with targeted groups to provide additional support in order to 

develop literacy skills.

• S6 Paired Reading programme, where senior pupils will work 1:1 to 

mentor, guide, and help improve the confidence and skills of S1 

pupils.

• Encourage a reading culture throughout the school.



How do we develop key literacy skills across the school?

Understand 

and use 

subject-

specific 

vocabulary

Research 

a topic 

and make 

relevant, 

organised 
notes

Engage with 

texts to 

understand 

new 

knowledge 
and concepts

Share 

their ideas 

clearly 

and 

fluently

Understand 

often 

complex 

information

Think 

critically; 

spot bias 

and 

persuasion

Summarise 

others’ ideas 

using their 

own words

Give their 

personal 

opinion on 

what they 

read and 
listen to

Plan 

extended 

pieces of 

writing and 

write at 
length



Practical Strategies for Literacy at 

Home
Reading Writing Talking & Listening

Newspapers Write for an audience

News & current affairs

Dictionaries Diary, stories, poetry, song 

lyrics to deal with 

emotions

Subject specific 

books/magazines/blogs

Find new words in reading; 

use new words in writing

Reading to younger 

siblings

Proof-reading Audiobooks; radio

Read together Positive feedback Verbal summarising

Question sources of 

information

Let your child teach you 

something

All reading is good 

reading!

TV adverts



Building a Reading Culture at Balerno High School

• Every BGE English class has time dedicated to personal reading, in order 

to develop reading skills and foster a love for books.

• We use focus tasks and response questions to ensure pupils are engaged 

in their reading, and are able to consider and reflect on the writer’s craft.

• Book of the Fortnight also provides pupils with recommended reads for 

each year group, to help them find reading to interest them.

• We also use the Reading for Gold awards in our S1-3 classes, with Gold, 

Silver and Bronze reading prizes to encourage pupils to read a wide range 

of texts, authors and genres.

• We celebrate Book Week Scotland with a wide range of activities, tasks 

and competitions across the whole school.

• We are also re-launching our S6 Paired Reading programme to support 

S1 pupils who perhaps need more confidence in their reading through 

building peer relationships across year groups.













Health & Wellbeing Faculty
• Health, Food and Textiles 

Technologies

• Physical Education

• Religious Moral and Philosophical 

Studies

• Plus!

• Personal and Social Education

• Health and Wellbeing across the 

curriculum









Personal 

and Social 

Education
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